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Winning Wage Justice
An Advocate’s Guide to State and City Policies to Fight
Wage Theft




The Problem









Cost to individual
workers and their
families: $56.4 million
per week in three cities
alone

Cost to taxpayers and
local economies:
$427 million a year in lost
revenue in
New York state alone




How to Use

This Guide







Question One:




Question Two:




Question Three:




Question Four:




Question Five:
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Raise the cost of violations
Triple damages
Revoke business licenses
Attorneys fees

Make government agencies effective enforcers
Community input for smart enforcement
Beef up agency resources

Protect complaining workers

Presumption of retaliation




End exclusions from minimum wage and
overtime laws

Stop independent contractor misclassification

Broad definitions of employment
Written disclosure to workers of their status

Ensure workers are paid for all hours worked

Disclosures and wage statements

Guarantee that workers can collect wages owed
Wage bonds







Putting it all

together: recent
state campaigns
















How to get more
information

sleberstein@nelp.org
cruckelshaus@nelp.org

hyoon@nelp.org
rsmith@nelp.org

www.nelp.org/winningwagejustice




