
L AND  BANK  PARTNERSHIP  

BACKGROUND  

º  In May 2009 Career Alliance made funds  

 available  through Mott Community College for the 

Genesee County Land Bank to hire 60 displaced and 

unemployed workers to perform various tasks.  

 

 Including blight control, housing deconstruction, 

minor renovation of old homes, urban gardening and 

more.   

  

 



L AND  BANK  PARTNERSHIP  

BACKGROUND  

 

º The workers that were hired had varied work 

and life experiences.  

º   Some were relatively unskilled younger people 

with little or no consistent work experience while 

others had modest building trade skills but had 

been displaced from their jobs due to the economy  



L AND  BANK  PARTNERSHIP  

BACKGROUND  

 

ºSome were ex-offenders who were referred to us 

through the Michigan Prisoner Re -entry 

Initiative (MPRI).   

 

ºAll are making a difference.  
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The Land 

Bank  

 and  

City of Flint 

agreed  

to work 

together  

in a 

cooperative 

blight 

control and 

weed 

abatement 

program.  
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City of Flint 

would do 

weed 

abatement in 

7 service 

areas  

and 

 the 

 Land Bank  

would  

 service 

14 areas. 
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The Land Bank 

developed  

a òrovingó 

complaint crew  

to respond to  

citizen complaints 

in various areas  

 of the city  

 while a  

 larger crew of 

workers 

methodically 

attacked  

the agreed 

 upon service areas  
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In 2010,  

 the  

Land Bank 

agreed  

to service  

all  

21 areas ð 

 effectively  

the  

entire  

city.  
 



L
A

N
D

 B
A

N
K

 O
P

P
O

R
T

U
N

IT
IE

S
 

Abated 

weeds and 

trash on 

abandoned 

property in 

Flint 

(approximately  

20,000 

parcels) 
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Coordinated 

with 

community 

members to 

cultivate 

over 100 

urban 

gardens 
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Removed  

over  

1,500 tons  

of trash  

from  

 blighted 

properties  

and are 

currently 

removing  

up to  

12 tons of 

trash  

per day  

 in Flint.  
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Assisted 

 in 

renovating 

about  

 50  

Land Bank 

owned 

houses 
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Provided 

regular  

 home 

maintenance 

on 

 nearly  

 100  

Land Bank 

rental 

properties  
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Boarded 

 and 

 secured 

approximately 

200 

 homes 
 



Abated 

weeds 

 and 

 trash  

 on over 

500 parcels 

in 

Genesee, 

Mt. Morris 

and  

Flint 

Townships 

and  

the  

City of 

Burton  
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Workers 

received 

training  

on safe and 

proper use of 

various types  

of equipment  

 



L
A

N
D

 B
A

N
K

 O
P

P
O

R
T

U
N

IT
IE

S
 

Inspected  

 and 

photographed 

over 

 1,000 

 newly 

acquired 

Land Bank 

properties  
 



MESSAGE FROM  URBAN  GARDEN  

COORDINATOR -ROXANNE  ADAIR  

º I am the Urban Gardening Coordinator at the Land Bank and 
I am very proud to say we have over 65 functioning 

community gardens on our property. Theft isn't much of a 
problem when you engage the community. This is what our 

city needs! not mine and yours... but ours!  

º If you think its a good idea, come out and support us, if you 
think its the worst thing this city could do, come out and at 

least give us an opportunity to change your mind. These 
meetings are all about communication!  

º òNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed 
citizens can change the world, indeed its the only thing that 

ever has" -Margaret Mead  

º Roxanne Adair  
Urban Gardening Coordinator - Genesee County Land Bank  
for more information on adopting a vacant lot to be gardened 
and the technical support available please call (810) 257 -3088 

or visit us at 452 S. Saginaw Street 2nd floor.  
2 doors down from the Lunch Studio.  

 



E
D

IB
L

E
 F

L
IN

T
 G

A
R

D
E

N
 T

O
U

R
 2

0
0

9
 

Everyone's 

invited to 

come take a 

free bite 

out of Flint 

on Sept. 1, 

during the 

first -ever 

Edible 

Flint Food 

Garden 

Tour.  
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It's a tour -de-

force for a 

new local food 

gardening 

network 

that's 

working to 

transform 

neighborhood

s and improve 

health by 

using some of 

the city's 

thousands of 

vacant 

residential 

lots to 

produce fresh, 

affordable, 

healthy and 

chemical -free 

food. 

 


